
CALL FOR PAPERS 

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

June 8-11, 2023    

 KARL RAHNER CONSULTATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:  

Michael Canaris 

Mark Fischer 

Brandon Peterson 

Jakob Rinderknecht 

Mary Beth Yount 

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

SESSION DESCRIPTION: 

As the 2022 convention theme states, “The gift and challenge of freedom are central to the 

Christian faith”; especially as we emerge from a pandemic and wider social debates surrounding 

ideas like liberty, rights, autonomy, and mutual responsibilities, the “time is ripe for renewed 

theological reflection on freedom.” The Karl Rahner Consultation invites proposals for the 2023 

convention, especially those pertaining to Rahner’s theological work in the light of this theme. 
  

Rahner’s theology offers several avenues into “Freedom.” Possible connections include (but are 

not limited to):  

• Rahner’s “Theology of Freedom” (Theological Investigations vol. 6) 

• The idea of “fundamental option” 

• Recent scholarship exploring Rahner’s theology of human freedom, including critical 

(e.g. Jennifer Beste, God and the Victim: Traumatic Intrusions on Grace and Freedom, 

2007) and more sympathetic (e.g. Peter Fritz’s Freedom Made Manifest, 2019) accounts. 

Does Rahner’s theology sufficiently acknowledge threats to our exercise of freedom? 

• The relationship between divine grace and human freedom (which, according to Rahner, 

grow in “direct” rather than “inverse” proportion (e.g. Theological Investigations 1:162; 

4:117; 5:12; 6:185, 200; 7:68, 199) 

• Divine freedom 

Although preference will be given to proposals on the conference theme, we welcome any and 

all proposals on Rahner’s theology that thoughtfully and creatively carry forward his work in the 

21st century.   

 INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:  

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words. 

https://ctsa-online.org/resources/Convention%202023/CTSA%202023%20Theme%20Narrative.pdf


• You should also include a précis (100 words) that will be posted on the CTSA website 

should your paper be accepted. 

• Please provide your name and institution and contact information, including e‐mail. 

• Indicate whether your presentation will require A/V equipment. Due to the expense of 

such equipment at the convention, please explain your need for it along with your 

request. This request must be noted in the original proposal; it cannot be added 

later! 

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS 

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or full 

members in good standing with their dues paid up.  Anyone with an associate or full 

membership application on file can also submit a proposal if they expect to be accepted 

for membership in the upcoming June convention.   

• Speakers and respondents at the annual convention should be CTSA members (active or 

associate) with dues paid up-to-date, or individuals who have an application for 

membership on file with the CTSA Secretary by the time of the deadline for paper 

proposals. 

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more than once 

at a given convention. An exception is made for members of under‐represented groups. 

Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on Constructive Theology are included 

in this rubric. 

 

• Attendees at the annual convention may not have speaking roles (i.e. presenter or 

respondent) more than two years in a row. If you have questions about your eligibility, 

please inquire.  

 

• There may be no more than three speakers (presenter, panelist or respondent) in any 

single session so as to preserve sufficient time in each session for discussion. 

 

• Individuals should limit their non-presenter roles on the convention program as 

conveners or moderators in order to allow others to serve in these roles.  Often, 

institutional support for convention attendance requires a role on the program. 

Deadline: September 1, 2022. Please submit proposals to: Brandon Peterson 

brandon.peterson@utah.edu 

An e-mail reply will be sent to acknowledge receipt of all submissions. The final decision 

regarding successful applications will be communicated no later than September 14, 2022.    


