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CALL FOR PAPERS  

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

INTEREST GROUP:  

 

Mental Health in Theological Perspective (3rd year) 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM: 

 

Jessica Coblentz, St. Mary’s College; Elizabeth Antus, Boston College (Co-conveners) 

 

  

CONVENTION THEME:  

 

“Freedom” 

  

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

 

Mental health conditions and mental distress have a complex relationship to the 

concept of freedom, especially moral and theological freedom. While a person’s mental 

health condition may be invoked to excuse their moral lapse or limitation, people with 

mental health conditions are often deeply stigmatized and judged at every turn, which 

can obscure their suffering (and others’ suffering) within structural injustice. Further, 

especially in campus contexts, while it is promising that conversations about students’ 

mental health have been normalized, all too often these conversations can still promote 

the myth of absolute personal responsibility and failure if students continue to struggle 

with a mental health condition or remain in mental distress.  

 

This group therefore invites papers on the following topics, all with attention to 

intersectional and theological analyses in whatever ways are appropriate: 

 

• The invocation of mental health conditions and mental distress in relation to 

mass shooters: 

o What other factors (e.g., patriarchal violence, white supremacist 

ethnonationalism, and normalized violence against mentally ill people) are 
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obscured by this invocation? Further, given that many mass shooters die 

by suicide, how are we to understand their suicides in relation to non-

homicidal suicides (which constitute the majority of suicides)? 

• How mental health conditions and mental distress distinctively illuminate 

freedom: 

o How might mental health conditions help us understand human freedom 

in new ways? Are there any “gifts” to be found in these conditions? 

• How mental health conditions and mental distress affect families and 

communities: 

o Mental health conditions may occur within particular individuals, but these 

individuals are always already situated within families and various 

communities of care or neglect. How does this fact bear on our theological 

and moral conceptions of freedom? 

• The relationship between liberation and whatever conception of freedom makes 

sense in relation to mental health conditions and distress: 

o How does the liberationist focus on ending the oppression of the poor 

and vulnerable connect to the lives of people with mental health 

conditions, given that there are no cures for many mental health 

conditions? How might perspectives from critical disability theory, 

disability studies, and disability theology be helpful here? Overall, how 

does this complex reflection affect how we think about freedom? 

• Anything else that helps us reflect on moral freedom and constraint in relation to 

mental health conditions and mental distress, including in campus contexts 

• NB: If it is helpful, feel free to particularize your proposal around specific mental 

health conditions such as eating disorders, depression, bipolar, or autism, etc., as 

long as your analysis also helps us understand the broader question of freedom 

and constraint. Another idea would be to approach this broader question by 

examining more generalized discussions about cultivating "mental health" for 

everybody. 

 

Your paper proposal should not be more than 250 words. You should also include a 

100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA website should your paper be 

accepted. Please provide the name and institution of all participants (convener, 

moderator, presenters), and contact information, including email. Indicate whether you 

will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, please give a rationale for the use 

of PowerPoint/projector (note that presenters are encouraged to provide a QR code for 

attendees to access slides or a handout instead). 

CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or full 

members in good standing with their dues paid up by September 1, 2022. Anyone with 
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an associate or full membership application on file can also submit a proposal if they 

expect to be accepted for membership in the upcoming June convention. No member 

may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more than once at a 

given convention. An exception is made for members of under‐represented groups. 

Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on Constructive Theology are 

included in this rubric. Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two 

consecutive years in a three-year period. 

 

Please submit proposals to Jessica Coblentz (jcoblentz@saintmarys.edu) and Elizabeth 

Antus (antuse@bc.edu) by September 1, 2022. You will be notified by e‐mail whether your 

paper has been accepted by September 14, 2022.  
 


