
CALL FOR PAPERS  

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

TOPIC SESSION: LITURGY/SACRAMENTS  

  

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:   

Kimberly Hope Belcher, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN (Convener)  

Xavier M. Montecel, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, TX 

Benjamin Durheim, College of St. Benedict and St. John’s University, St. Joseph 

and Collegeville, MN 

  

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

Freedom might relate to Catholic liturgy and sacramental theology in two ways. In one 

way, freedom is an important component of the human response to God’s grace. It is 

necessary for the intention for celebrating sacraments and participating in liturgy. 

Sometimes the freedom of this response has been suppressed (as with forced baptisms, 

for example); sometimes it has seemed to be in tension with other goods (as in infant 

baptism or vows of obedience). In another way, the symbolic world established by 

Catholic sacraments and liturgy conditions what many Catholics believe they are free to 

do and what they are not free to do. For instance, our liturgical and sacramental 

practices, along with other factors, create the conditions under which we may recognize 

and protest against injustice, or fail to do so. Our celebrations may enable or inhibit our 

ability to recognize the work of God and take part in it. 

Each of these relationships between liturgy and freedom is marked by a set of 

tensions between the freedom to consent and to dissent, between an individual’s 

freedom of choice and a community’s freedom to maintain and adjudicate its traditional 

practices. The Liturgy and Sacraments Session for 2023 will explore the intersection 

between these fundamental questions about freedom and a wide variety of 

contemporary and historical practices that call them into question. We are interested in 

the freedom to worship, the freedom to choose how to worship, and the formation and 

deformation of the imagination that arises from worship. We offer a partial list of topics 

that might spur reflection on liturgy, sacrament, and freedom: 



● Freedom and coercion in sacramental practice, historical or contemporary: 

e.g., baptism in colonial contexts; conversos y moriscos; excommunication; 

Mennonite-Catholic dialogues on baptism (“Baptism and Incorporation 

into the Body of Christ, the Church,” 2020); the impact of trauma on 

freedom to worship; freedom of access to sacraments and funerals for 

LGBTQIA+ persons and their families. 

● The intersection between liturgical and political freedom: e.g., the debate 

over eucharistic discipline and the excommunication of American political 

figures; “The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church” (November 

2021); the significance of omitting the eucharistic commemoration of the 

Russian patriarch during the war in Ukraine. 

● Free consent in liturgical practice: e.g., consent in the marriage liturgy; the 

role of freedom in the newly released “catechumenate” for marriage and 

the new Order of Christian Initiation for Adults; the relationship between 

freedom and monastic obedience to a rule or superior. 

● Freedom and authority in liturgical practice: the freedom of the local 

ordinary to adjudicate liturgical law and exceptions; Traditiones custodes 

(2021) and Desiderio desideravi (2022) on the role of the pre-Vatican II 

liturgy; CDF responsa ad dubium of March 15, 2021 (to a question on 

blessing same sex unions) and June 24, 2020 (on baptisms with the 

formula “We baptize you”); freedom in pastoral discernment. 

● The role of liturgical art, music, and environment in forming the possibility 

of freedom: e.g., the role of new (and old) icons identifying Christ in 

migrant, Black, Brown, and queer bodies (Mark Doox, Kelly Latimore, Alma 

Lopez, Everett Patterson, Timothy Schmalz). 

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words.  

• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide the name and institution of all participants (convener, 

moderator, presenters), and contact information, including e‐mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, 

please give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters are 

encouraged to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a 

handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  



• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be 

associate or full members in good standing with their dues paid up by 

September 1, 2022. Anyone with an associate or full membership 

application on file can also submit a proposal if they expect to be accepted 

for membership in the upcoming June convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a 

panel more than once at a given convention. An exception is made for 

members of under-represented groups. Presentations made to the 

Women’s Consultation on Constructive Theology are included in this 

rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive 

years in a three-year period. 

Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to: kim.belcher@gmail.com 

 

You will be notified by e-mail whether your paper has been accepted by September 14, 

2022.  


