
CALL FOR PAPERS 

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

TOPIC SESSION/CONSULTATION: Doctrine of God/Trinity  

  

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:   

Darren Dias 

Susie Paulik Babka  

  

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

  

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

In attention to the convention’s theme of “freedom”, the Trinity Session seeks paper 

proposals that consider what it means to say that God is “free” or that divine freedom 

informs human freedom.  Karl Barth was concerned that God's revelation not be 

confused with human wish-fulfillment (Ludwig Feuerbach's critique of Christianity); thus, 

in the Incarnate Word, God preserves God's freedom to be God, to be wholly Other, 

irrespective of human recognition or response.  Augustine wished to preserve the 

freedom of God to act without being affected for better or worse.  God's act of creating 

is especially exemplary of this: although God creates out of love, the response of 

creatures to God neither adds to nor subtracts from God's sovereignty.  Aquinas argued 

that God creates, and saves, because of the gratuitousness of the divine will, not 

because of the necessity of the divine nature.  These thinkers wanted to preserve divine 

freedom at the cost of God’s relation to the world.  Was this corrected or obstructed by 

Karl Rahner’s grundaxiom?  Did Process Theology correct or obstruct these claims?  Paul 

Tillich wrote, “In the human spirit, particularly in artistic, religious, and philosophical 

creativity, God finds himself as God essentially is.  God does not find himself in himself, 

but comes to himself, to what God essentially is, through the world process, and finally 

through humanity and through the human consciousness of God.”  Does this claim 

contradict the idea of divine freedom? 

Theologians are used to these arguments, but their direction is largely informed by 

white, European, male perspectives.  How should we change the direction?  The Doctrine 

of the Trinity is a window that needs reframing in every era and context.  How does the 



incomprehensibility of God challenge Eurocentric norms, thereby preserving divine 

freedom in a new era?  How do the arts challenge the notion of divine freedom?   

This section welcomes proposals dealing with the above issues; with the notion of divine 

freedom in the work of a particular thinker; with the conversation between the particular 

and the universal in a pluralistic context.   

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 500 words.  

• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide the name and institution of all participants (convener, moderator, 

presenters), and contact information, including e‐mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, please 

give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters are encouraged 

to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or 

full members in good standing with their dues paid up by September 1, 2022. 

Anyone with an associate or full membership application on file can also submit a 

proposal if they expect to be accepted for membership in the upcoming June 

convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more 

than once at a given convention. An exception is made for members of under‐

represented groups. Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on 

Constructive Theology are included in this rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive years in 

a three-year period. 

Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to: Susie Paulik Babka at 

sbabka@sandiego.edu and Darren Dias at darren.dias@utoronto.ca . 

 

You will be notified by e‐mail whether your paper has been accepted by September 14, 

2022.  
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