
CALL FOR PAPERS  

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

TOPIC SESSION/CONSULTATION: Disability Theology Interest Group 

  

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:   

Mary Jo Iozzio (Co-Convener)  

Miguel Romero (Co-Convener)  

 

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

  

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

Where we were, where we are, and where we may be going  

In this first year of a three-year term, the Disability Theology Interest Group calls for 

proposals that will explore the history of thought and experience—religious/theological 

and secular—about disability in the human community. We seek proposals that look to 

the past, present, and future work for disability justice and inclusion in theology, the 

academy, and general human commerce. Ideally, proposals will focus on one of these 

eras or survey the experience of persons/communities with a particular disability (e.g., 

cognitive, developmental, emotional, physical, sensory) over time. 

A number of our colleagues have attended to the ways that both society and the Church 

have dismissed disability as a theological concern or siloed the subject in a health—or 

charity—care framework in spite of its prevalence across the human life spectrum. Over 

the past forty years the field of Disability Studies has begun to dismantle the silo. Thus, 

to put the subject in perspective, for the first year of the Interest Group, we invite 

proposals that will examine the past, the present, and dreams of the future.  

1) The Past: proposals that offer creative approaches to uncover the past by looking for 

evidence of disability (hidden sideways) by privileged authors who recorded the stories 

not only of the powerful but also, though not readily apparent or easily recognized, the 

foils and the achievements of the socially constructed less-than others on account of 

gender, race, ethnicity, disability, and/or alien.  

2) The Present: proposals that offer the status quaestiones and cross-disciplinary 

intersectionality of work in Disability Studies from its start in early 1980s to its 

exponential growth today.  



3) The Future: proposals that look to tomorrow in readiness for a future where all are 

welcome for in our academy, Church, friendships, recreation, and workplaces.  

 

 

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words.  

• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide the name and institution of all participants (convener, moderator, 

presenters), and contact information, including e‐mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, please 

give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters are encouraged 

to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or 

full members in good standing with their dues paid up by September 1, 2022. 

Anyone with an associate or full membership application on file can also submit a 

proposal if they expect to be accepted for membership in the upcoming June 

convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more 

than once at a given convention. An exception is made for members of under‐

represented groups. Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on 

Constructive Theology are included in this rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive years in 

a three-year period. 

Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to: mary.jo.iozzio@bc.edu 

 

You will be notified by e‐mail whether your paper has been accepted by September 14, 

2022.  

mailto:mary.jo.iozzio@bc.edu

