
CALL FOR PAPERS 

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

Creation/Eschatology Topic Session 

  

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:   

Daniel P. Horan, OFM (Convener)  

Elizabeth Groppe 

Daniel P. Scheid 

  

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

  

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

In keeping with this year’s convention theme of “Freedom,” the Creation/Eschatology 

topic section invites proposals for papers relating the convention theme to the 

theological loci of creation and/or eschatology. Some suggestions for consideration 

include: 

• What are the implications of the developments in ethology and other natural 

science for our theologies of freedom? In what ways are human freedom and 

nonhuman animal agency similar and how do they differ? 

• What are the role(s) might theology play in contemporary discussions about 

nonhuman animal personhood rights and legal/juridical notions of “freedom” 

(e.g., see Lawrence Wright’s March 2022 article in the New Yorker magazine, “The 

Elephant in the Courtroom”). 

• How might eschatology, in the context of popular visions of climate apocalypse, 

help promote freedom in choosing possible political and economic futures rather 

than despair or resignation? 

• Is there an essential freedom to creation itself? And how might that impact 

contemporary discussions of Earth rights, nonhuman animal agency, and/or 

nonhuman animal rights? 

• Engagement with recent popular and scholarly publications in the areas of 

creation and eschatology, such as:  

o Celia Deane Drummond, Shadow Sophia: Evolution of Wisdom—Volume 2 

(2021): How does the ‘shadow side’ of creation, particularly the human 

propensity to sin, pose an obstacle to human freedom? 



o David Bentley Heart, That All Shall Be Saved (2021): What doe Christian 

eschatologies of universal salvation contribute to our consideration of the 

theological and moral dimensions of freedom? 

o Norman Wirzba, This Sacred Life: Humanity’s Place in a Wounded World 

(2021): Consideration of the thesis that one factor in the emergence of the 

Anthropocene is a decoupling of freedom and fidelity and that a recovery 

of creaturely freedom is necessary for a constructive response. 

o Ed Yong, An Immense World: How Animal Senses Reveal the Hidden 

Realms Around Us (2022): What implications arise for theological 

understandings of human and nonhuman creaturely freedom? 

• In the spirit of continuing last year’s theme on interreligious dialogue, we invite 

considerations of David Burrell, Freedom and Creation in Three Traditions (1993), 

which turns 30 years old this year. What can contemporary comparative theology 

and ongoing dialogue among the Abrahamic traditions contribute to our 

consideration of complex questions around divine and human freedom? 

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words.  

• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide the name and institution of all participants (convener, moderator, 

presenters), and contact information, including e-mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, please 

give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters are encouraged 

to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or 

full members in good standing with their dues paid up by September 1, 2022. 

Anyone with an associate or full membership application on file can also submit a 

proposal if they expect to be accepted for membership in the upcoming June 

convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more 

than once at a given convention. An exception is made for members of under-

represented groups. Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on 

Constructive Theology are included in this rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive years in 

a three-year period. 



Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to: Daniel P. Horan, OFM, 

Convener (dhoran@saintmarys.edu) 

 

You will be notified by email whether your paper has been accepted by September 14, 

2022.  


