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SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

 

This session welcomes submissions on any topic related to Catholicity and Mission, with 

preference for submissions related to the theme of "Freedom" or to the following 

theme:  

In explaining why it was a good thing that the Pope was no longer functioning as a 

political ruler in a significant way, Yves Congar wrote that “the Church at the very 

moment in which it is least of the world, can be most for the world.” One might say that 

the less political power it possesses, the more the Church is free to preach the Gospel. 

Might that also apply to the Church’s institutional power? After major institution-

building in the 19th century, parts of the American Catholic Church are declining 

significantly in numbers as the “nones” are on the increase. On the other hand, some 

Catholic institutions are flourishing, in part due to infusion of new migrants. What does 

this mean for the mission and identity of Catholic institutions? How are institutions and 

their missions changing as their constituencies shift, and what does that reveal? When 

does institutional self-preservation become an obstacle to the freedom to enact the 

institution's ecclesial and moral mission? When might it make sense to de-

institutionalize, to cease being a Catholic hospital or a Catholic university? What would 

ethical de-institutionalization look like? Might it give Catholics greater freedom to live 

the Gospel? 

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words.  



• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide your name and institution (and names and institutions of all 

participants in the case of joint proposals) and contact information, including e‐

mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, please 

give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters are encouraged 

to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be associate or 

full members in good standing with their dues paid up by September 1, 2022. 

Anyone with an associate or full membership application on file can also submit a 

proposal if they expect to be accepted for membership in the upcoming June 

convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a panel more 

than once at a given convention. An exception is made for members of under‐

represented groups. Presentations made to the Women’s Consultation on 

Constructive Theology are included in this rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive years in 

a three-year period. 

Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to: Laurie Johnston at 

johnsla@emmanuel.edu  

 

You will be notified by e‐mail whether your paper has been accepted by September 14, 

2022.  


