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Theme: Recalibrating Freedom: Guns and Black Theology in the Aftermath of Massacre 

 
Description: In Willie James Jennings’s article, ‘Where Violence Lives: Notes for a Pedagogy of 

Aftermath,’ he states: “This is how I read the religious status of the second Amendment: A well-regulated 

militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall 

not be infringed. The weapon bound to our bodies is precisely what ensures our freedom. Inside the 

ontology of the weapon we are convinced that it secures all freedom.”(376) Thinking alongside Jennings’ 

essay, this call for papers contends with his thesis that guns exist as an extension of the body, specifically 

the white, male, body who historically turned the creative energies of the weapon toward the cultivation 

of land, the dis-location of others, and the protection of those bodies deemed especially valuable: one’s 

personal body and their private property.  
 
Jennings concludes that what is needed is a pedagogy of aftermath. Because education always exists in 

the ‘after’ (i.e., after events of violence and our educational formation in violence) such a pedagogy must 

contend with three realities: 1) the ontology of the weapon which exists as an aesthetically pleasing power 

with the ability to construct community-forming realities; 2) education as violent in itself, all of us being 

inheritors of pedagogical imperialism (the civilizing of subjects and subjectivities formed through the 

violent work of transforming land and body into civilization); and 3) the normalization of death for Black 

and Brown bodies.  
 
Recognizing the national interrogation of the right to bear arms and the recurrence of mass shootings, the 

Black Catholic Consultation of the Catholic Theological Society of America invites paper submissions 

that reckon with personal liberty/responsibility, gun violence, and the creation of a pedagogy of 

aftermath.  
 
Thus, potential questions or topics papers are welcome to explore include: 
 

• How specific civil liberties (i.e., gun ownership) shape identity and freedom, and whether 

intersectional identities affect or are consequential to these rights. 

• Whether the common good or morality can be enforced via legislation. While laws that reflect 

personal moral leanings are ideal, there is no certainty about what the common good looks like as 

a political ideal in our country. How far can we go with Catholic Social Teaching in the public 

sphere, especially as it concerns gun legislation? How does natural law affect how we construct 

current narratives around the common good? 

• The role of political theology in public discourses on gun rights/legislation. How does the 

continual onslaught of violence against vulnerable bodies (i.e., queer bodies, BIPOC bodies, the 

bodies of children, etc.) impact our understanding of imago Dei, as well as private and social sin? 

Are apologies for Christian hope (eschatology) necessary or appropriate during this current 

crisis?  

• Interrogations of American gun culture from the perspective of liturgical and sacramental 

theology, as well as ritual studies and worship.  
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• Analysis of bearing arms as a form of Black political power and resistance a la the Black Panthers 

and inquiry as to whether there is any virtue--burdened or otherwise--of firearm ownership for 

Black and Brown peoples. 

 
Beyond the convention’s theme, the Consultation remains open to accepting papers that speak broadly to 

themes within Womanist and Black liberation theologies and Black Catholic studies.  
 
Please submit all proposals to Dr. Emmanuel Osigwe emmanuelosigwe2@gmail.com by Thursday, 

September 1, 2022. Accepted presenters will be notified by Wednesday, September 14, 2022.  

 
Guidelines for Proposal Submission: 

• Presentation abstract, no more than 250 words 

• A précis for use on the website and conference program, no more than 100 words 

• Your name, institution affiliation (if applicable), contact information, including your email 

address 

• The title of your presentation 

• Indicate if AV equipment will be necessary for your presentation and please consider how 

necessary it is. 

 


