
CALL FOR PAPERS  

  

CTSA Convention, Milwaukee, WI 

June 8–11, 2023 

  

TOPIC SESSION: BIOETHICS  

  

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM:   

Nichole M. Flores (Convener)  

Stephanie Edwards   

Daniel J. Daly    

CONVENTION THEME: “Freedom” 

  

SESSION DESCRIPTION:  

Margaret Farley describes autonomy and relationality as two basic obligating features of 

personhood. She explains: “Besides the place of freedom in self-transcendence and 

self-possession, it is also in and through our relationality that we humans both 

transcend and possess ourselves; we belong to ourselves yet we belong to others to 

whom we have stretched our being through our knowing and our loving knowledge.” 

(Margaret Farley, Just Love, 213-14) The tension between autonomy and relationality 

presents unique challenges to Catholic bioethics, especially given the practical 

dimensions and pluralistic context of this area of moral reflection. Freedom is dependent 

on community; it should at least account for the good of the community when it is 

exercised. But the communal dimension of freedom can clash at times with the notion in 

the practice of health care that autonomy is nearly absolute. 

We seek proposals that address these tensions as they are manifest in bioethical 

reflection in the Catholic tradition. Papers might take up the following questions or 

others:    

-       What is the relationship between freedom, autonomy, and the common good in 

Catholic bioethics? 

-       What is the status of accounts of relational autonomy (rather than a strictly 

individual autonomy) in Catholic bioethics? How might moral reflections emanating 

from Black, Asian, and Latine (Latinx) traditions of moral reflection add depth to 

bioethical reflections on community and autonomy that guide current practices?  



-       What do health care institutions, either Catholic ones or others, owe to 

communities to whom they have subjected to unjust practices? (clinical, research, 

economic, political, etc.) How might Catholic conceptions of autonomy, relationality, 

and freedom inform such moral deliberations?  

Further, we are eager to receive proposals that address a wide range of practical topics 

within bioethics—maternal-fetal, end of life, research ethics, public health, global health, 

etc.  

INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR PROPOSAL:   

• Your paper proposal should be not more than 250 words.  

• You should also include a 100-word précis that will be posted on the CTSA 

website should your paper be accepted.   

• Please provide the name and institution of all presentation participants and 

contact information, including e‐mail.   

• Indicate whether you will be requiring A/V equipment; given the expense, 

please give a rationale for the use of PowerPoint/projector; presenters 

are encouraged to provide a QR code for attendees to access slides or a 

handout instead.    

ELIGIBILITY FOR SUBMITTING PAPER PROPOSALS  

• CTSA guidelines require that those making proposals ordinarily be 

associate or full members in good standing with their dues paid up by 

September 1, 2022. Anyone with an associate or full membership 

application on file can also submit a proposal if they expect to be accepted 

for membership in the upcoming June convention.    

• No member may present a paper/respond to a paper/participate on a 

panel more than once at a given convention. An exception is made for 

members of under‐represented groups. Presentations made to the 

Women’s Consultation on Constructive Theology are included in this 

rubric.  

• Members cannot have a speaking role for more than two consecutive 

years in a three-year period. 

 

Deadline: September 1, 2022.  Please submit proposals to nmf5q@virginia.edu 

with the subject line “CTSA Bioethics Topic Session Proposal.”  

  

You will be notified by e‐mail whether your paper has been accepted by 

September 14, 2022. 
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